What Should Follow from NATOQO?

By OWEN J. ROBERTS

FTER the United Nations Charter

was adopted, the United States at-

tempted to do what I think was more

than its full duty—made the most gen-

erous contributions for the restoration

of the free world, which had been nearly
destroyed by war.

It was decided that the devastated na-
tions of Europe which had fought with
us could not recover of their own force
and strength, and the British loan and
the Marshall plan were intended to
restore to some extent their economic
potential. Even the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics was offered an op-
portunity to share in the benefits of
rehabilitation through the Marshall plan.
She refused.

Shortly afterward, the attitude of the
U.S.S.R. in the United Nations and in
international affairs convinced the peo-
ple of the United States that the U.S.S.R.
was not willing to play the role that
had been assigned to members of the
United Nations. The incident that
constrained President Truman to an-
nounce his Turkish and Greek policy
emphasized that fact.

The conduct of the Soviet Union,
characterized as cold war, so frightened
and discouraged our allies in Europe
that they felt that even with the aid of
economic rehabilitation, they would be
but food for the Soviet war machine
sooner or later. A new instrument, it
was felt, must be devised for their pro-
tection. It was understood that Eng-
land and western Europe together had
not the potential to stand off aggression
from the great Soviet empire, and that
the United States must join in any
movement for that purpose.
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PURPOSE AND NATURE OF THE TREATY

This was the genesis of the North
Atlantic Treaty which was intended to
bind together the free nations of western
Europe and of the North American
Continent to resist aggression and to
make aggression unlikely, or, we hoped,
impossible, on the part of an ideological
group that had divided the world into
two camps—the camp of the slave and
the camp of the free; the camp of the
Marxist and the camp of free competi-
tion and individual liberty.

And so, the North Atlantic Treaty
was adopted. I stress at the outset that
it was a treaty. Each of the signatories
reserves its full and complete sovereignty
and independence of action. Each mem-
ber of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization has the perfect right to agree
or not to agree to any action proposed
under the treaty. All actions taken
by the parties to this treaty must be
unanimous.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TREATY

In order to implement the treaty, the
members set up a Council, consisting of
the ministers of foreign affairs and the
ministers of defense of the member na-
tions. That Council, after due delibera-
tion, made one great decision; it decided
that the military forces of the member
countries should be placed under one
unified command, and General Eisen-
hower was chosen as the commander of
this unified force.

Nothing like that had ever occurred
in peacetime before. Under the stress
of World War II, Great Britain and
the United States had made a similar






