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The United Nations was founded in 1945 ‘“‘to maintain inter-
national peace.” Efforts to fulfill this purpose have been blocked
forty-one times by vetoes of Soviet Russia. The effect of this
exercise of the veto by Soviet Russia has been twofold: First,
United Nations members have increased their armaments. United
States arms appropriations, for example, have been increased with
every year of membership in the United Nations, to the point where
in the 1949-50 fiscal year, two-thirds of all Federal Government
expenditures were being allotted to pay for two world wars and in
preparation for another.! Subsequent appropriations necessitated
by the Korean situation have increased the total arms appropria-
tions to an alarming degree. Second, the vetoes by Russia have
served to tighten and articulate relationships between and among
the United Nations members whose commerce, culture, and law
are weighted toward the West. The North Atlantic Treaty, which
provides for collective self-defense, gave formal expression to a
growing sense of general concern among the Western nations.
When the Korean crisis came, this concern was given direct ex-
pression in the United Nations Resolution condemning North
Korean aggression and in the response to the call to arms by
Secretary General Trygve Lie of the United Nations. The free
nations of the West are becoming one community.

The North Atlantic Treaty was originated by seven nations of the

1 $11,809,000,000 for national defense; $6,878,000,000 for veterans; $6,011,-
000,000 for financial aid to Europe, according to the Treasury Bulletin, September

1949, published by the United States Treasury Department, Office of the Secretary,
Pp- 2-3. Also $1,314,000,000 appropriated in the Foreign Military Assistance Act.






