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THE RULE OF LAW IN THE
ATLANTIC COMMUNITY

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER t

The eventual salvation of mankind will depend upon the orderly
development throughout the world of common precepts implemented
by some formal common institutions and upon a general acceptance
of the Rule of Law in its simplest terms. The alternative is chaos as
a result of the extraordinarily rapid development of communications
and the vast political and scientific changes which have taken place in
the last century.

I was somewhat impressed, with reference to this latter point, by
a statistic which I came across recently: three percent of all the
people who have ever lived on this planet are alive today ; ninety percent
of all the scientists who have ever lived are also alive today. These
figures illustrate the rapid pace of population growth and development
of a new scientific era. The velocity of change may be faster than
existing political communities are able to cope with. The effective
organization of society, therefore, has become increasingly urgent.

The post-war efforts to create regional communities may point up
principles which can be applied on a larger scale to the international
organization of society. For present purposes, I will mention only two
regional communities and will dwell on only one. These are the
Organization of American States (OAS) and the European Economic
Community (EEC).

I. THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

The Organization of American States was created shortly after
World War II. Its charter? is a very voluminous document, which
has been several times amended and enlarged. However, the Organi-
zation has not lived up to expectations; institutionally it lacks methods
of enforcement, and in practice its members have often been unable
to reach agreement.

The Charter of the OAS in many ways reflects the feelings of
Latin Americans on three vital matters. The first of these is pro-
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tection. The Charter is a mutually binding treaty between the sig-
natories whereby they have pledged to come to each other’s assistance
in the event of a military attack by a nonsignatory. Secondly, the
Charter takes account of Latin American concern with outside inter-
ference in their internal affairs. This concern is partially a result of
the history of revolution in South America. It is also based on the
history of United States intervention, particularly the use of Marines
in times of crisis. The member states of the OAS feel very strongly
that outside powers should never interfere with revolutions per se.
Thirdly, the Charter deals with human rights. The signatories have
been very vocal on this subject. However, despite their eloquence,
they have not always fulfilled their high hopes with regard to human
rights.

The future course of the regional arrangement outlined in the
Charter of the OAS is uncertain. The recent events concerning Cuba
may well affect the thinking of Latin American countries on the
subject of ideological interference by a member state or an outside
power. In Caracas, a number of the member states condemned Soviet
infiltration of South America. I am optimistic, therefore, that the
OAS will grow in effectiveness.

II. TaE EuroreaN EconoMic COMMUNITY

The European Economic Community, in my opinion, offers the
greatest hope for the creation of an orderly world, a world in which
there is common law with common institutions to enforce that law.

In discussing developments in Europe, one must go back a little
in history. Before doing so, however, I would like to say a word
about the current situation. There has been a great deal of speculation
concerning the events of recent months, particularly General De
Gaulle’s publicly expressed attitude and the recent cessation of the
Brussels’ negotiations for British entry into the Market. Personally,
I believe that the movement begun in 1948 has sufficient impetus to
carry on regardless of individuals. Because the EEC offers the
greatest hope of building the type of world we all want to see, set-
backs, while inevitable, should not be permitted to become irrevocable.

A. The Coal and Steel Community

The history of the EEC begins prior to World War II, with
serious French efforts to bring together the nations of Europe, par-
ticularly France and Germany. These early attempts were, of course,
nullified by the intervention of Hitler and World War II. But after
the war it was readily apparent that if Europe was to avoid a series of
internal and self-destructive wars, a new social and political arrange-






