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Actions of the Soviet government in the field of foreign affairs leave us no
alternative other than to assume that the USSR has aggressive intentions. It
seems clear that there can be no question of ‘deals or arrangements’ with the
USSR. That method was tried once with Hitler and the lessons of that effort
are fresh in our minds.’

By the signing on 4 April 1949 of the North Atlantic Treaty by their respective
secretaries of state for foreign affairs, twelve Western nations agreed that an armed
attack against one or more of them would be considered an armed attack against
them all. In the event of such an armed attack every nation that had signed the
treaty would ‘. . . assist the Party or Parties so attacked by taking forthwith,
individually and in concert with the other Parties, such action as it deems necessary,
including the use of armed force, to restore and maintain the security of the North
Atlantic Area’.? In practice this mutual assistance pledge meant that the United
States promised to come to the assistance of the West European signatories to the
treaty in the event of an armed attack by the Soviet Union on one or more of them.
Now, thirty-four years later, this agreement is still the formal basis of Western
defence.

According to official NATO historiography, the negotiations that led to the
signing of the North Atlantic Treaty started on 6 July 1948 in Washington.?
However, for a few years it has been known that negotiations on a security treaty
between the United States and West European nations had already been conducted
before that date. Those negotiations took place at the end of March 1948 in utmost
secrecy between the United States, the United Kingdom and Canada at the Pentagon
in Washington. One of the participants in those secret deliberations refers to ‘the
crucial (and secret) “Pentagon” talks in March 1948 during which the North Atlantic
Treaty was effectively conceived’.* The purpose of this contribution is to supplement

* The authors would like to thank Ambassador Theodore C. Achilles (Washington), Robert Cecil
(Hambledon, Hants), Lord Gladwyn (London), Ambassador John D. Hickerson (Washington), Pro-
tessor John W. Holmes (Toronto) and Escott Reid (Ste Cécile de Masham) for their comments on an
earlier version of this article. All, except for John W. Holmes, were involved in the Pentagon
negotiations. The authors, of course, remain solely responsible for the opinions expressed.

+ Cees Wiebes and Bert Zeeman studied political science at the Department of International Relations
and International Law, FSW-A, University of Amsterdam. They are currently preparing a manuscript
on the negotiations in 1948-9 which led finally to the North Atlantic Treaty, based on research done in
private and state archives in Canada, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and the United States.
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