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Dr. Jane Elligett Leitner

Educator, Federal Unionist,
Editor of the Constitution for a Union of the Democracies

Jane Leitner wasvaledictorian of her high school
class in New Jersey and graduated from Bryn Mawr
College in 1940 at the age of 19. She receivedvhAr
and Ph.D. from the Univer-
sity of South Florida and was
an administrator of schools
in the Tampa area.
About 1950 she became ac-
tive in the Federal Union
cause through the Atlantic
Union Committee. Don Den-
nis, at the time Executive
Director of the AUC, recalls
her as “an attractive, petite
young woman who founded
a chapter of the Committee”. Later on Jane became a
Board member and Vice-President of Federal Union,
Inc. In 1989 and 1990 Jane traveled around all of
Europe — first Western Europe, then Eastern Europe
and Russia as the Soviet empire crumbled — prognotin
with renewed urgency a union of the democ-

long passions included sailing and horseback riding
along with working to unite the democracies and her
family.

It is with sadness and love that we note the defth
our long-time Board member. Jane passed away in May
of 2005, at the age of 84. She was a person of shode
means but great conviction and dedication. She gave
many a generous donation over the years to thet Stre
Council and its predecessors, alongside the gittasf
time and energy, and bequeathed a final $10,00@1n
Will. And, in her obituary, she requested thatliéu of
flowers, memorial contributions be sent to Stredis
ganization. The family, in keeping with Jane’s vash
has invited donations to be sent to the Streit Cibim
her memory.

racies. She coordinated the project to draff&
constitution for a union of democracies, tray-
eling first to compile the views of partici-
pants in the project across Europe, then rgc-
onciling the results, and finally travelin
again to disseminate the results to a confi-
nent in the midst of an upheaval of hopg.
Rarely was the message received so wdll,
and while the Union did not materialize i
the form of the Constitution she drafted,
played its role in inspiring hopes of integr
tion in the East and understanding of thoge
hopes in the West.
In 1991-92 Jane served as Board Chg
of the Association to Unite the Democracie
as Clarence Streit's movement had come fo
be known. When our organization becan]e
a

the Streit Council for a Union of Democr

Constitution for a Union
of Democracies was prer

International Drafting
Committee of 58
political scientists,
constitutional lawyers,
parliamentarians and
citizens from NATO, EC
ir OECD, and CSCE count

together for 2 years.

Illustrative Constitution
for a Union of
NATO, EC, OECD and CSCE Democracies

g

£ working draft for the years 1990-2000, prepared by the
International Drafting Committee for an Dlustrative
Constitution for a Unton of Democracies

The lllustrative

pared by an

Chairman, Jae Elliget Leinex, PhD.
. . Constihdional Counsel, Prof. Albest P. Elanstem
tries, working : . ;
Stesring Conmmittes: Artonluigi Aizzz (Haly), Theras dai (Japar), David Basten
[T.K.), Jean Belizd (France), Panl Findley (1.5.), James Huntky (U5, MR,
MacKellarl dustralia), Guzhielme Hegri (Ttaly), Richard Olsen (U.5.), Fudalf

Wagnex (Germary)

PUBLISHED BY THE ASS0 CIATION TO UNITE THE DEMOCFRACIES

cies, she was strongly supportive. Her lifda
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Captain Tom A. Hudgens

A Visionary Democratic Federalist who worked
throughout his life for World Peace

Tom Hudgens was a man of passion and boundless Tom also served as president of the World Citizen A

energy about the things he believed in and loved:
his family, his faith, world peace — and flying. ¥mh
Tom was about ten, a barnstormer landed his tremot
Ford airplane in a field near Union City, Tennessee
where Tom grew up, and his father paid $5 for Tom t
take a ride. It was “love at first flight”. Flyingecame
one of Tom’s passions, and his career.

In 1939 Tom read Clarence Streitdnion Now
which convinced him that a federal union of demecra
cies was the way to achieve world peace. World peac
through the rule of law thus became another of Bom’
passions, and eventually a parallel career. At édbild
University, which he was then attending, he stakged
debating in favor of Streit’'s ideas.

Tom had also enrolled in a civilian pilot-training
program. He soloed, then earned his private pildt’s
cense, and later his instructor-rating and comrakrci
rating.

Streit had argued that a union of democracies could
prevent Hitler's aggression, but the democracidsoi
unite, and war came. During the war, Tom taughetsad
to fly at the Army Air Corps Flying School. Aftehe
war he joined United Airlines and, over the followi
decades, flew almost every plane it had, from D@e3s
DC-10s and Boeing 747s. He loved flight, declaring
that he would have gladly paid just to have theoopp
nity to fly.

Flying contributed to Tom’s appreciation of the
planet Earth, which, as he said, looks so peadedui
high in the sky, with no boundaries dividing it. tBhe
had lost his older brother and three roommatest sho
down over Germany during the war. That only in-
creased Tom’s passion to work for world peace.

Tom was a longtime board-member of the Associa-
tion to Unite the Democracies (AUD) — predecesdgor o
the Streit Council — and served in the 1990s aggrési-
dent and volunteer CEO, commuting bi-weekly from
Denver to Washington to do so. During his long egre

sociation and of the American Movement for World
Government, as vice president of the World Fedsrali
Association, as treasurer of the World Constitutol
Parliament Association, and as national world-order
advocate of United Methodist Men. He gave hundreds
of speeches on world peace to civic clubs, chutches
high schools, and universities, was a frequent tgoes
radio and TV — even hosting for eight months higiow
weekly radio program entitled “The New World Order
Peace Dialogue” — and au-

thored two books, including

Let's Abolish War which

sold 110,000 copies. In the

words of his wife Moyna,

Tom *“would go anywhere,

speak to any number, large or

small, in hopes he could con-

vince even one person that

peace is possible.” Streit

Council board-member Rick Wicks well remembers
first hearing about AUD in a lecture that Tom gévea
university political science course in Alaska, whic
stimulated him to pack up and move to Washington DC
to work with AUD.

It is with sadness that we note Tom'’s death laat ye
at the age of 85, and acknowledge our debt to bim f
his leadership and tireless work. Tom did not tvesee
the union of democracies he worked so hard to aehie
but tremendous progress was made toward it. Thet Str
Council for a Union of Democracies is continuing
Tom’s work for world peace on this beautiful planet
We remember his idealism, his devotion, and hisgen
osity.

The Hudgens family has suggested that memorial
gifts be made to: Association to Unite the Demaesc
c/o Erik Johnson, Treasurer, 1525 Marion St., NW,
Washington, D.C. 20001.



