From Union Now

to the Streit éouncil
Six Decades of the Atlantic Union Move-

I n the past 65 years the Streit Council and its

By Don Dennis

morphed into the present Council for a Community

predecessors established an enviable record ofof Democracies, which developed plans for an or-
achievement. When Clarence Streit first proposed a ganization of all the world’s democracies. These

federal union of democracies in 1939, it provided a
formula both for defeating the Hitler-Mussolini-
Hirihito totalitarian forces in World War 1l and ifo
organizing the postwar world for peace. The pro-
posal attracted tens of thousands of leaders includ
ing a young John F. Kennedy and Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt who invited Mr. Streit to dinner at the Whit
House to discuss it.

Streit’s Federal Union organization helped pave
the way for formation of the United Nations in
1945. After the advent of the atomic bomb, mem-
bers of Federal Union were a major element in for-

mation of the group which became ————— VAT O-RUSSIaN

United World Federalists and has con-

plans were subsequently adopted by Madeleine Al-
bright and put into practice, leading to the

“Community of Democracies” that has met several
times globally.

In 1985 Federal Union was renamed the Asso-
ciation to Unite the Democracies. In the late 1980s
it was the first Western organization to foresee ex
pansion of the EU and NATO in the event of an end
of Communism and to propose preparations in them
for such an eventuality.

In 2002 the Association staged a most success-
ful conference in Moscow to explore the future of
rela-
tions; participants in-

tributed so much to support of the UN
and measures for United Nations Reform.
Federal Union members in 1949
spawned the Atlantic Union Committee
(AUC), a political action group which
played a significant role in the creation of

This is, broadly, the trend
among the nations of the
world today: to become
more democratic and to
work together more
closely. Understanding it
enables people of good

cluded Strobe Talbot,
former Deputy Secre-
tary of State; Robert
Hunter, former US Am-
bassador to NATO, and
their Russian counter-

NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation.

In the 1950s Federal Union and AUC
took the initiative that led to the formation ofeth
NATO Parliamentary Assembly, and the holding of
the Atlantic Congress in London of 600 leaders of
the NATO nations. On the initiative of the leaders
of Federal Union, ninety leading citizens of NATO
nations met in Paris in the Atlantic Conventionidhe
in 1962, to work out a plan for a true Atlantic Gom
munity. Having accomplished this part of its goal,
Atlantic Union Committee leaders decided to dis-
band AUC and establish the Atlantic Council of the
US to continue the work to reform NATO.

In 1978 Federal Union Board members played
the leading role in launching an organization which

will to help it continue

parts.

Through six decades
Streit’s organization has
sought to keep before world leaders the principfes
federalism and their application to internationa i
tegration. The goals of the Streit Council are free
dom and union, democracy and effective govern-
ment, nationally and internationally. These princi-
ples have proved successful guides and have only
grown in importance over the years.

The democracies of the North Atlantic worked
together in the 1940s to defeat the Fascist ditato
and in the 40-year “cold war” to defeat the Soviet
dictatorship. Their interdependence is deep, their
commonalities are deep and enable them to work
together, and their obligations are deep from their



inescapable global role. These nations must move To do this, we count on the support of our
even closer together, must explore closer ties with membership, Board and staff. We invite you to
experienced democracies in other parts of the world join us in this exciting adventure, and | would
and seek to encourage the emergence of additionalike personally to call your attention to the mem-
democracies onto the world stage. This is, broadly, bership envelope that is enclosed.
the trend among the nations of the world today: to

become more democratic and to work together more

closely. Understanding it enables people of good

will to help it continue.

The Streit Council has a high level of achieve- Don Dennis was Executive Director of the Atlantic
ment to maintain, and will thus be increasingly ac- Union Committee and Secretary of Federal Union
tive in educating regarding the merits of democracy for several decades and is President of the Streit
and of federal union, through an enhanced website, Council.
publishing of appropriate literature, sponsoring re
search through the awarding of scholarships for
post-graduate study, and sponsoring workshops and

Don Dennis

international conferences.

Books by SC Board Members

Richard T. Arndt, First Resort of Kings:
American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twenti-
eth Century Potomac Books, 2005

During the last five decades, US cultural diplomacy
programs have withered because of politics and ac-
cidents of history that have subordinated cultural
diplomacy to public relations cam-
paigning, now called “public diplo-

macy.” With anti-Americanism on
RESORT  tpe rise worldwide, cultural diplo-
KINGS  macy should become an immediate

priority, but politicians continue to
ignore this relatively inexpensive,
age-old tool for promoting under-
standing among nations. Richard
Arndt probes the history of American cultural diplo
macy to demonstrate its valuable past contributions
and to make a plea for reviving it for the future.
Cultural relations occur naturally between people
in different nations as a result of trade, touristo;
dent exchanges, entertainment, communications,
migration, intermarriage-millions of cross-cultural
encounters. But cultural diplomacy only happens
when a government decides to channel and to sup-
port cultural exchange through planned programs to
promote broad national interest$ie First Resort of
Kings examines the first eight decades of formal US
cultural diplomacy, from its tentative beginnings i
World War | through the 1990s. Arndt also com-
pares America's efforts with those of other nations

AMERICAN
CULTURAL DIPLOMAGY:

TWENTIETH CENTURY

and enriches his narrative by detailing the profes-
sional experiences of the men and women who have
represented American democracy, education, intel-
lect, art, and literature to the rest of the woktis
work shows that this dialogue of American culture
and education with the rest of the world is neither
frill nor a domestic political concern but is theegp-

est cornerstone of a positive, forward-looking US
foreign policy. Arndt argues that, particularlythme
wake of the Irag War, America must revive its cul-
tural diplomacy programs as a long-term investment
in international goodwill and understanding.

Donald Philips Dennis Foreign Policy in a
Democracy: The Role of the Foreign Policy
Association New York FPA, 2003

This history of the Foreign Policy Association was
written to provide a narrative of its origins aratlg
years and of its development throughout the twenti-
eth century and into the twenty-first. It is a cahp
ling story of extraordinary indi-
viduals devoted to an exception: jsgs
cause. o
From its inception in 1918 as th
“Committee on Nothing at All”
with its goal of bringing about
United States Participation in th &= o
League of Nations, the Associatio
evolved to encompass a constitu-
ency of thousands of individuals across the nation.




